
It is a privilege to live in such a beautiful par t of the country where the environment and our 
history shape all we do at Cowdray. We are exceptionally for tunate to have such an enthusiastic 
and dedicated team to manage and deliver our enterprises, and to care for this special place. 
We are very grateful and thankful for all their hard work. We are proud to have Cowdray as 
our home and to be par t of such a committed and focussed team.

We hope you will enjoy reading about our latest developments, including the refurbishment of 
our holiday cottages and Golf Lodge, the arrival of a new farming tenant, new partners at the 
Shooting School, and a joint venture with a long standing commercial tenant.

Lord and Lady Cowdray 
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A  N E W  B E G I N N I N G
F O R  C O C K I N G  H I L L  FA R M

Bringing a flock of New Zealand Romney sheep to the South Downs

It is exciting that we have been able to support a young couple 
establishing themselves as farmers on the Estate - Andrew 
Hodgkins and his partner Laura Gilmour.

Andrew, aged 30, is the son of Chris and Caroline Hodgkins 
who farm on the Wiston Estate near Storrington. They had 
been on the look-out for more land in order to expand their 
business of selling quality breeding sheep when, in the summer 
of 2016, they heard there was a tenancy coming up at the 
former Cowdray dairy farm at Cocking; they came over to 
view and liked what they saw – the land almost mirroring their  
family farm at Wiston which has paddocks around the farmyard 
and also slopes up to a ridge on the South Downs Way. 

In every way the land and its pastures indicated its suitability 
for their successful sheep breeding enterprise and they were 
delighted when, having undergone a tender and interview 
process, they were selected as the new tenants. Andrew and 
Laura are running the operation and moved into a newly-
renovated cottage on the Estate in October 2016. 

Around 2000, unlike most English sheep farmers, the Hodgkins 
decided to make a move to an extensive outdoor grass-based 
system and, impressed by the breed when visiting farms in 
New Zealand, decided at the same time to change to the New 
Zealand Romney. The NZ Romney is similar to the English 
Romney but hardier and more prolific in breeding – the majority 



of ewes producing twins. A few years later the family embarked 
on a joint venture with one of the biggest ram studs in New 
Zealand – Wairere – from where they import stud tups, flying 
them in by air freight. Their progeny are then sold on in the 
form of ‘shearling’ rams and ewe lambs to other farmers for 
breeding.  Their breeding stock have found their way across the 
country as well as around Europe – and a few have even gone 
to Countryfile’s Adam Henson at his Cotswold Farm Park.  

The Hodgkins’ sheep are grass and herb fed with little or no 
concentrates being used. Grass is a great natural feed when 
smaller fields are rotationally grazed and flocks moved on every 
2-3 days. The majority of lambing takes place outdoors with 
minimal intervention. The sheep are checked daily and only 
when there is cause for concern is an animal moved indoors. 
All the flock are part of a high health scheme, meaning they are 
tested and monitored to be free from many of the common 
sheep diseases; Cocking Hill lends itself to keeping this 
biosecurity intact by being predominantly bordered by roads 
or woodland.

Andrew and Laura aim to adopt all the best practices they 
have witnessed in New Zealand whilst embracing a low cost 
system to safeguard the farm from market f luctuations. Their 
breeding stock currently numbers around 2,000 and they can’t 
wait to learn how successful their f irst winter at Cocking has 
been when the new lambs are born. The majority of ewe 
lambs will be sold as breeding stock at 5-6 months and the 
males will mainly go for meat – the fact that they have been 
raised on good grass adding considerably to their quality and 
taste. They will, of course, be supplying the Cowdray Farm 
Shop butchery counter.

The couple are also running a small herd of pedigree Sussex cattle, 
a breed currently on the ‘native breed at risk’ register. Belted 
Galloways also feature on the farm as Andrew has been working 

with the South Downs National Park in regenerating Downland 
using this attractive animal listed as a British ‘rare breed’. 

Laura, having left a career in marketing and advertising, is fully 
immersed in the farm and exploring the potential of using their 
sheep’s wool. She will be keeping an eye on diversification 
opportunities too and has launched a blog about her life 
starting out as a full time farmer (girlaboutthefarm.co.uk). 
The couple are young, enthusiastic and hardworking – 25,000 
metres of fencing alone needing to be changed from cattle to 
sheep fencing in the early months of their tenancy! They are 
typical of the new breed of young farmers who enjoy exploring 
opportunities and sharing ideas. “Everything just felt ‘right’ 
about joining Cowdray”, said Andrew, “and we are thrilled at 
how everything has fallen into place.”
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Left: Andrew Hodgkins and Laura Gilmour
Below clockwise from left: Sheep being herded on the farm

One of the flock
Andrew’s sheepdog enjoys the ride



Holiday cottages at Benbow Pond 
As a holistic and sustainable business, Cowdray is committed to 
finding new uses for farm buildings which have become redundant 
as farming practices have changed.  One of the Estate’s earliest 
successes was the conversion in 2002 of a collection of former 
farm buildings to create four holiday cottages. Set in a charming 
location at Benbow Pond with its Grecian temple and flocks of 
ducks and geese, the mellow brick and stone cottages quickly 
became popular as an ideal destination for country holidays.  
Fourteen years later the time had come for a complete upgrade 
and the cottages were temporarily taken off the market in order 
to undertake the necessary works.  

Now once again available for holiday lettings, either by the week 
or long weekend, the refurbishment has embraced every aspect 
of style, comfort and easy living.  New central heating systems 
were fitted and new double glazed windows installed to add 
to visitors’ all-year-round comfort. All kitchens now have large 
fridge/freezers, dishwashers, washing machines and microwaves.  
Wall-mounted TVs in both living areas and bedrooms are a 
feature of every cottage. Each bathroom and shower room 
has been re-fitted.  The interior décor brings a contemporary 
country look to each holiday home with hand painted furniture 
in soft neutrals, and carpets, curtains and soft furnishings in a mix 
of plains and patterns to add to the charm.

Oaters Wood has a double and a twin room with bathroom and 
separate shower room and has been adapted for visitors who 
require wheelchair accessibility.  Broomhill has two bedrooms – 
one double and the other with twin-beds – each complemented 
by an en-suite shower room.  Heathend has a double or twin 
room each with a bathroom en-suite.  Highfield has one double 
bedroom with bathroom en-suite and a single room with 
separate shower.  The cottages may be booked by an entire 
group to sleep up to 14 people.

With pleasant seating areas outside and direct access to walks 
in the wonderful surrounding countryside which abuts Cowdray 
golf course, the cottages are once again in high demand.

Our newly refurbished Golf Lodge
Formed from the original clubhouse built in 1909, Cowdray’s 
Golf Lodge is a charming period building freshly updated to 
provide the latest in comfort and style for the overnight guest.  
Golfers have the perfect opportunity to ‘play and stay’ with a 
choice of three doubles and one twin room, all with newly-fitted 
bathrooms.  Perhaps the family is coming along to take advantage 
of the many more attractions that can be enjoyed at Cowdray?  
Two charming suites have been created to cater for multiple 
use.  The Polo Suite, looking out towards Cowdray’s famous polo 

C OW D R AY  -  A  G R E AT  P L A C E  T O  S TAY
The perfect base for exploring Cowdray and the South Downs National Park
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Opposite left to right:
Broomhill outside terrace

Broomhill open-plan kitchen/dining area
Right in clockwise direction:

Broomhill living room
Heathend double bedroom

The Golf Lodge
Heathend open plan living/dining area

pitches, comprises a double bedroom and a separate 
sitting room with a sofabed.  The Cowdray Suite has 
a double and a twin-bedded room each with en-suite 
bathrooms.  A few steps away from the main building 
is The Bothy, a charming little cottage with a double 
bedroom offering a luxurious feature bath.

The total re-vamp of the Golf Lodge sees the 
introduction of a soft, neutral colour palette which 
admirably shows off a large collection of ar twork 
completed during his lifetime by Lady Cowdray’s 
grandfather, Alister Maynard, and which features in 
every suite.
 
The accommodation is available to both golfers and 
non-golfers and can be rented in its entirety for a 
large family gathering such as a local wedding or 
celebration, sleeping a total of 16 guests.

For more information see cowdray.co.uk



Hownhall Shooting’s aim is to make clay 
shooting more accessible and enjoyable 
– an outdoor sport to be enjoyed at any 
age by men, women and young people 
from every background. They offer great 
value for money in a facility which ‘fits’ 
with its setting. Indeed, one of their 
first initiatives was to invite local game 
shooters to the shooting school to get 
to know them and take their advice on 
the local landscape. “We want our clients 
to have a quality experience and an 
affordable route into an all-year-round 
sport,” says Simon. 

The shooting school’s location in mixed 
woodland high on Verdley Hill facing the 
Downs is a source of total inspiration 
to them. They intend to make the 
most of the glorious landscape and the 
changing seasons, taking advantage of 
the dappled shade in spring and summer 
and introducing festive food and firepits 
in winter. For their simulated driven game 
shooting experiences, Hownhall will be 
using an area near Benbow Pond and 
five other drives, including Cocking in the 
‘off ’-season, so that clients enjoy a range 
of different terrains. Few establishments 
have this versatility.

Whilst keen to uphold the old traditions, 
Simon and Benita are intent on bringing 
shooting to a wider audience. Children’s 
tuition encompasses not just the 
practical side but will also give guidance 
on etiquette and discipline. Lessons for 
young people can be held at the shooting 
grounds or taken out to schools.  Women 
now form 38% of the sport’s growth and 
Hownhall Shooting is keen to participate 
in this growth.

The couple’s practical assistance also 
extends to helping their clients be 

L E I S U R E

Hownhall Shooting comes to Cowdray

We extend a warm welcome to Simon 
O’Leary and Benita Wright who have 
brought Hownhall Shooting to Cowdray. 

Simon has always been involved in the 
sport. Shooting is, quite simply, his 
passion – a passion he wants nothing 
more than to pass on to others.  
Benita, moving back to West Sussex 
after several years in London and her 
Herefordshire home, Hownhall Farm, 
from which Hownhall Shooting derives 
its name, is a talented professional 
photographer who, although joining the 
sport much later than Simon, totally 
shares his enthusiam. Having operated 
as a corporate shooting business over 
various locations for some time, they 
decided to f ind a permanent location 
to design and develop a facility in line 
with their vision. Finding an opening 
at Cowdray has been the realisation 
of this goal and a landmark step in 
their business.  

For Simon too it is a homecoming as 
he was born in West Sussex. Simon 
says: “Set in breath-taking countryside, 
Cowdray is the perfect destination.  We 
are simply thrilled to have been chosen by 
an Estate which has such high standards. 
In return, we can and will deliver a 
fantastic experience for everyone from 
the novice to the established.”

correctly attired and they are forging links 
with specialist clothing companies and 
gun suppliers.

Part of the Hownhall ethos is to offer a 
personal approach with the ability to 
build relationships, in contrast to some 
of the big shooting schools where you 
are unlikely to see the same instructors 
every time. Another keynote is versatility: 
one day giving a bespoke lesson for 
guests attending  a local wedding, another 
offering their services at a charity event 
such as the Brainwave fundraiser at 
Cowdray House in May. Their pop-up 
shooting experiences have already paid 
dividends. During the 2016 Surrey County 
Show a young girl came up to Simon and 
thanked him for inspiring a passion for 
the sport with her first lesson. He was 
delighted to learn that she is now shooting 
at county level and is keen to come to the 
shooting school and pass her enthusiasm 
on to other young people.  

Links have been forged with the Spread 
Eagle Hotel in Midhurst to offer shooting 
weekends. Clients from further afield 
include The Ritz, Selfridges and other 
London businesses. Work in TV, including 
shooting direction for the new Netflix 
TV series “The Crown”, has extended 
their visibility. 

Simon and Benita’s business is built 
on hard-working family values and 
a commitment to their customers, 
employees and business partners and 
there is no doubt that Hownhall Shooting 
will be a popular all-year-round sporting 
attraction at Cowdray.

Top left: Simon and Benita
Middle: Simulated game shoot
Top right: Pupil at the school



the planning application to increase the 
overall footprint of the candle factory 
and planning approval was granted. 

Work started in August 2016 and in early 
November the bespoke steel frame was 
delivered on site ready for construction, 
with completion planned for April 2017.  
The ability to move into the extended 
premises which will allow greater 
production capacity, can’t come quickly 
enough for the team. Enlarged storage 
space also means less traffic in and out as 
production components can be stored 
on-site rather than off-site.  

The business has seen such growth that 
there are now 80 people employed 
at the Fernhurst site, 55 in a smaller 
manufacturing unit at Chichester, and 
45 at new premises in Suffolk. Office 
accommodation at Halfway Bridge, 
between Midhurst and Petworth, houses 
research and development, design, IT 
and business relationship departments 
employing a further 25 staff.

With 90% of production being at the high 
end of fragranced candle manufacture, 
the designer candle market doesn’t look 
like slowing up any time soon!

HOLISITIC ESTATE WHICH CARES  ABOUT THE L AND

The candle factory at Lower Lodge -
A joint business venture

Scented candles have been one of 
the most popular home enhancers in 
recent times featuring in just about 
every interior designer’s décor plans 
and glossy home interior magazines. For 
the fashion and beauty industry too, a 
candle is one of the cleverest ways to 
entice customers to buy into a brand 
– especially if it bears a designer name.  
Whilst an expensive bottle of fragrance 
is not always affordable, a perfumed 
designer candle at half the price is a very 
pleasing substitute.  No wonder that one 
of Cowdray’s most successful business 
tenants is Contract Candles which was 
launched in Fernhurst fifteen years ago.  
As the business expanded, three years 
later it moved into a Cowdray industrial 
unit at Lower Lodge Farm where Allan 
Thompson and what has become an 
enthusiastic and dedicated team have 
enjoyed even greater success.  

As Contract Candles, the business 
produces for high end luxury brands, 
parfumeurs and boutique stores, offering 
a bespoke contract manufacturing 
service from initial concept to shelf-ready 
products for many glamorous brands. As 
Lower Lodge, it produces separate high 
quality candle collections.

The business has been growing year on 
year and on site is a very popular factory 
gift shop, open seven days a week, much 
frequented by locals ‘in-the-know’ and, 
increasingly, customers from further 
afield keen to purchase at factory prices 
a fantastic range of scented candles and 
diffusers, accessories, gifts, homeware, 
cards and more.

The company’s expertise in the field is 
second to none and has a well-deserved 
reputation for providing creative and 
innovative designs, technical knowledge 
and production efficiency.  When it 
became apparent that manufacturing 
capacity was fast outgrowing its 
footprint at Lower Lodge, Allan 
approached Cowdray about extra space. 
He was delighted when they agreed to 
a proposal for expansion and that they 
had sufficient trust and confidence in 
Contract Candles as a long-standing 
tenant to supply the necessary funding 
for a large factory extension in a joint 
business venture. Cowdray submitted 

Above: Candles on sale in the factory gift shop 
Below: Construction work at the site



This newsletter showcases a number of 
exciting projects. We are delighted to 
partner with entrepreneurial businesses 
who compliment our own enterprises and 
contribute to making Cowdray such an 
exciting and progressive Estate.

Whilst it is vital that we continue to respect 
our heritage and environment, our business 
in continually evolving to ensure that we 
remain an interesting and diverse place for 
all who live, work and visit Cowdray.

Jonathan Russell
Chief Executive, Cowdray

CONTACT US

Cowdray Estate Office
The Estate Office
Easebourne, Midhurst, 
West Sussex
GU29 0AQ
tel: 01730 812423

Cowdray Park Polo Club
The Estate Office
Easebourne, Midhurst
West Sussex
GU29 0AQ
tel: 01730 813257

Cowdray Farm Shop & Café
Cowdray Park
Easebourne, Midhurst
West Sussex
GU29 0AJ
tel: 01730 815152

Cowdray Golf
Cowdray Park
Easebourne, Midhurst
West Sussex
GU29 0BB
tel: 01730 813599

Cowdray Hall & Therapy Rooms
Parkway
Easebourne, Midhurst
West Sussex
GU29 0AW
tel: 01730 812423
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A FINAL NOTE
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Cowdray House
Cowdray Park
Easebourne, Midhurst
West Sussex
GU29 0AY
tel: 01730 814522

A brilliant 2016 season

Polo has been played at Cowdray for over 
100 years. The first trophy, the Cowdray 
Park Challenge Cup, was presented in 
1911 and is still played for today. In 2016, 
454 matches were played in 30 different 
tournaments - the highlight of the season 
being the Jaeger-LeCoultre Gold Cup 
for the British Open Polo Championship. 
Other popular fixtures included the Jackson 
Stops Jubilee Cup, the Gel-Eze Midsummer 
Cup, the Owen Kenny Brecknock Cup and 
six popular HPA tournaments played as 
part of a series leading to the accolade of 
UK Victor Ludorum. 

Thirteen teams competed for the coveted 
Jaeger-LeCoultre Gold Cup and during 
four weeks of intense competition 
from late June to late July, the world’s 
leading players could be seen in action 

on Cowdray’s immaculate ‘Lawns’. The 
Final on 17th July attracted almost 12,000 
spectators to one of the most popular 
sporting and social occasions on the West 
Sussex calendar. Spectators made an early 
start to grab the best picnic spots, set up 
their gazebos and enjoy both the stunning 
location and the all-action Final, won for 
the second year running by King Power 
– a name familiar to all those who follow 
football, the team’s Patron being Vichai 
Srivaddhanaprabha, owner of Premier 
League Champions Leicester City. A retail 
village, jam-packed with country goodies, 
bars and food, a children’s mini funfair, and 
the pre-match attraction – a spectacular 
parachute drop onto the pitch by the RAF 
Falcons Parachute Display Team – made 
for a brilliant day out. Make a note of the 
date of the 2017 Jaeger-LeCoultre Gold 
Cup Final – Sunday 23rd July. 

Cowdray Park Polo Club welcomes visitors 
throughout the season which lasts from 
the end of April to September. As well as a 
Polo Academy where complete beginners 
can take up the sport, polo is played at all 
levels from Low Goal for new players to 
the very highest grade of the sport known 

as High Goal polo. Other than the period 
of the Gold Cup, entry on week days is 
free. At weekends, except for the Final of 
the Gold Cup, there is a modest charge of 
£5 per adult; under-12s have free entry 
and there is free car parking – surely 
one of the most affordable spor ting 
attractions around!

Social (non-playing) membership of the 
Club is great value, with free entry to all 
matches of the season, including the Gold 
Cup, for a member plus guest, privilege 
booking opportunities, and a range 
of reciprocal benefits with other local 
sporting attractions. For details visit

www.cowdraypolo.co.uk

Front cover photo by Chris Orange, 
chrisorange.com

Winners of the Jaeger-LeCoultre Gold Cup - King Power


